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Your guide to what's new in the House

Traditional 
folk dancing 
finds a home
Lisa Byer de-Wever

Sunday, April 1st 2018, Saint Columba House partnered with 
Contra Montreal for the very first time to host a contradance for 
the community. What is a contradance you might be asking? In a 
contradance, guided by a caller, each couple dances figures with 
a series of other couples. It's great fun. While the traditional 
roles are called "Gents" and "Ladies", they are danced by 
whoever wants to, no matter their genders and it is common to 
see same-gendered couples. Beginners are more than welcome, 
and you do not need to bring a partner. 

After searching for a new venue to host their weekly dances, our 
new contra friends decided to give the House a try! The event 
was a sucess, raising money for both organisations and giving 
the community a chance to dance, laugh and connect. 

Contra Montreal will return to Saint Columba House on a regular 
basis starting in October. Hope to see you there!

CONTRA DANCE - 1 

ANNUAL GALA - 2

W H A T ' S  I N  T H I S  I S S U E

UPCOMING 

EVENTS
6th - Green Door 

Coffeehouse music night   
 

7th - Indigenous films – 
reel discussions 

 
10th - Women’s supper 

 
19th - Family night 

 
24th - Men's group 

 
26th - Annual Gala 

 
30th - Refugee men's group 
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SOUL DIVA FEATURED AT SAINT

COLUMBA HOUSE GALA

Fans of soul music, R&B and blues will be treated to an

evening of great food and entertainment while

supporting a worthy cause when popular vedette Sylvie

DesGroseilliers takes to the stage with her acclaimed

review Women of Soul on Thursday, April 26, at 6 p.m.

at Théâtre Paradoxe (5959 Monk). It’s all part of the 7th

Annual Fundraising Gala celebrating over 100 years of

community sharing at Saint Columba House. 

A former lead soloist for the Montreal Jubilation Gospel

Choir, Sylvie DesGroseilliers has routinely brought

audiences to their feet in such musical reviews as

Generation Motown, Esquire Show Bar and, most

recently, Women of Soul. Hailed as Montreal’s Soul

Diva, this passionate and versatile artist has attracted

an enthusiastic following with her stirring voice and

electrifying stage presence. No wonder she has been

invited to sing on stage with everyone from Patti LaBelle

to the Neville Brothers.  

The proceeds of this benefit concert and gala dinner will

help fund community programming at Saint Columba

House. 

It's time to
get soulful
for the
cause!
Karen Macdonald


